
Cyril Cameron was born at Fordon,
Tasmania. He was the younger brother 

of Donald Norman Cameron, Member of 
the House of Representatives for Tasmania
(1901-03, 1904-06). The brothers represented
opposing groups in the first Parliament, 
Cyril being a Protectionist principally, 
while Donald was a Freetrader.

Cameron was elected to represent Tasmania
in the Senate at the first federal election in
1901. He was defeated in the elections for 
the Senate in 1903, having attended less than
a third of parliamentary sittings in Melbourne,
largely due to his active participation in the
military forces. He commanded the Australian
Commonwealth Corps at the coronation of
Edward VII in London in 1902. In 1906 he was
again elected to the Senate and served from
1907 to 1913.

As a career soldier Cameron saw active
service in the Afghan War, South Africa and
World War I. At the outbreak of the First World
War he went to London and was appointed to
Headquarters Imperial Staff as assistant
adjutant-general and was adviser to General
Birdwood. He took part in the Gallipoli landing
in 1915.

Senator for Tasmania 1901-1903 and 1907-1913

Lt. Col. Cyril St Clair Cameron (1857-1941)

The state of Tasmania was also represented in the first Senate by:

John Henry Keating

Henry Dobson

John Singleton Clemons David John O’Keefe

James Macfarlane

Thomas Brown was born in Walla Walla,
New South Wales. A farmer, his

introduction to politics came when he
represented Forbes at the first Farmers 
and Settlers’ Association Conference in 1893.
In 1894 he won the seat of Condobolin in the
New South Wales Legislative Assembly, 
which he held until he resigned to contest 
the federal election in 1901.

Brown was elected to represent the federal
seat of Canobolas in the House of
Representatives at the first federal election 
in 1901. In 1906, owing to the redistribution of
electoral boundaries, he became the member
for the new seat of Calare, which he held until
he was defeated in 1913. Brown was a Labor
Party member who supported free trade.

Brown returned to state politics in 1913 and
represented the seat of Lachlan in the New
South Wales Legislative Assembly until 1917.
In 1917 he became secretary to Prime
Minister Hughes.
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Thomas Brown (1861-1934)

The electorate of Canobolas was named after a local geographic feature (Mt Canobolas).
Canobolas is an Aboriginal word meaning two heads or two shoulders.


