
Samuel Winter Cooke was born in
Melbourne, Victoria, educated in England,

and admitted to the Victorian Bar in 1873. 
In 1878 he inherited his uncle’s large
Hamilton property “Murndal”. He was a
member and President of the Portland Shire
Council 1879-85. A member of the Victorian
Legislative Council 1888-1901, he held various
ministries and participated on numerous
commissions. 

Cooke, a Freetrader, was elected to represent
the federal seat of Wannon in the House of
Representatives at the first federal election 
in 1901. He resigned in 1903 to travel
overseas. He later became a supporter of 
the Deakin Fusion Government and stood 
for election in 1910 but was unsuccessful. 

Cooke returned to his rural and business
interests and was a great supporter of the
soldier settlement scheme, making his own
land available to returned servicemen after
the First World War. 

Member for Wannon (Victoria) 1901-1903

Samuel Winter Cooke (1847-1929)

The electorate of Wannon was named after a local geographic feature (Wannon River).

Born in Camden, New South Wales, 
Alfred Conroy was educated in Victoria

and New South Wales and started his working
life as a bank clerk while studying law. 
A licensed surveyor, he was called to the Bar
in 1893. Conroy was a supporter of Sir Henry
Parkes and federation, and was active in the
Federal League in New South Wales. 

In 1901 Conroy, a Freetrader, was elected 
to represent the federal seat of Werriwa in 
the House of Representatives at the first
federal election. Conroy lost his seat at the
elections of 1906, was returned for Werriwa
for the Liberal Party in 1913, but was again
defeated in the elections of 1914. He stood
unsuccessfully for Federal Parliament on a
number of other occasions: for the seat of
Macquarie in 1910, Parramatta in 1917, and 
as an independent Senate candidate for 
New South Wales in 1919. 

Conroy had farming and stock-raising
pursuits on the Lachlan and Belabula Rivers,
New South Wales.

Member for Werriwa (New South Wales) 1901-1906 

and 1913-14

Alfred Hugh Beresford Conroy (1863-1920)

The electorate of Werriwa was named after Aboriginal name for Lake George, 
which was located in the division in 1901.


