
George Cruickshank was born in Dubbo,
New South Wales. He was educated at 

the Collegiate School, Bathurst and travelled
extensively overseas before settling in the
Inverell district, where he was a successful
grazier. He represented Inverell in the 
New South Wales Legislative Assembly 
before entering the Federal Parliament.

Cruickshank, a Protectionist, was elected 
as the member for Gwydir in the House of
Representatives in 1901 at the first federal
election. Highly regarded for his dedication 
to his local area and constituents,
Cruickshank retired from Parliament in 1903.

A generous man and philanthropist,
Cruickshank died in Bowral in 1904.

Member for Gwydir (New South Wales) 1901-1903

George Alexander Cruickshank (1853-1904)

The electorate of Gwydir was named after a local geographic feature (Gwydir River, named
after Lord Gwydir. Gwydir is also an Aboriginal word meaning ‘red river banks’).

Richard Armstrong Crouch was born in
Ballaarat East, Victoria, and qualified in

Melbourne as a lawyer, being admitted as a
barrister and solicitor in 1892.

Crouch was elected to the House of
Representatives in 1901 as a Protectionist,
and supported the Barton government in the
first Parliament. As the youngest member of
the House of Representatives he was given
the honour of seconding the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply in the first week of sitting 
of the new Parliament. He was defeated in 
the election of April 1910.

Crouch had been commissioned as an army
officer in 1892 and commanded an infantry
battalion from 1912. He was in command of
the 2nd Battalion Australian Infantry Force
during the landing at Gallipoli in 1915.
Following his return to Australia in March
1916 he became an opponent of military
conscription, and ultimately became an active
member of the Australian Labor Party. He
returned to the House of Representatives as
the Labor Party member for Corangamite
from 1929 to 1931.

Crouch was well known as a philanthropist
and was responsible for the establishment of
the avenue of sculptures of Australian prime
ministers in the Ballarat Botanical Gardens.

Member for Corio (Victoria) 1901-1910 

Member for Corangamite (Victoria) 1929-1931

Richard Armstrong Crouch (1868-1949)

The electorate of Corio was named after named after a geographic feature (Corio Bay). 
The name Corio originated from an Aboriginal word meaning ‘small marsupial’ or ‘sandy cliffs’.


