
Charles McDonald was born in 
North Melbourne, Victoria. He was

apprenticed initially as a printer and then
transferred to watchmaking. In 1888 he moved
to Charters Towers in Queensland where he
became involved with the labour movement.
President of the Australian Labor Federation
in Queensland 1890-92, he organised support
for strikers during the shearers’ strike in
1891, and was known as “Fighting Charlie”.  
In 1893 he was elected to the Queensland
Legislative Assembly for the seat of Flinders. 

Despite his initial opposition to federation 
“as a middle-class device for diverting the
needs of Labour”, he successfully stood for
the federal seat of Kennedy in the House of
Representatives at the first federal election 
in 1901. McDonald held the seat continuously
from 1901 until his death in 1925. He was
Chairman of Committees 1906-10 and was 
the first Labor Speaker of the House of
Representatives 1910-1913, an office he held
again 1914-17. A noted republican, McDonald
did not wear the traditional Speaker’s wig and
gown and had the ceremonial mace removed
from the table of the House of
Representatives.

Member for  Kennedy (Queensland) 1901-1925

The electorate of Kennedy was named after Edmund Kennedy (1818-1848), explorer.

Charles McDonald (1860-1925)

Born in South Shields, Durham, England,
James McColl migrated with his family 

to Melbourne in 1853. The family settled in
Bendigo and James served an apprenticeship
as a fitter and turner with the intention of
becoming a mechanical engineer. In 1873 he
became an insurance agent and legal
manager of companies in the firm McColl and
Rankin. McColl was a member of the Victorian
Legislative Assembly 1886-1901, during which
time he was Minister for Mines and Water
Supply (1893-04), Minister of Forests, and
Commissioner of Crown Lands and Survey
(1899-1900).

In 1901 McColl, a Protectionist, was elected 
to represent the federal seat of Echuca in the
House of Representatives at the first federal
election. He retired from the House of
Representatives in 1906 and in the same year
was elected to represent Victoria in the
Senate. He was Vice-President of the
Executive Council 1913-14 during the Cook
Government. 

McColl believed that the future of Victoria lay
in agricultural and mining development and
worked hard to encourage this. In 1917 he
purchased an irrigation property north of
Bendigo which he ran until his retirement.
McColl found time to teach Sunday school 
at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Bendigo, 
for 55 years.

Member for Echuca (Victoria) 1901-1906 

Senator for Victoria 1907-1914

James Hiers McColl (1844-1929)

The electorate of Echuca was named after its locality. Echuca is an Aboriginal word meaning
‘meeting of the waters’.


