
Born in the Scottish Highlands town of
Oban, Allan McLean arrived in Australia 

in 1842 with his parents. The family settled 
in Gippsland, Victoria and McLean grew up 
in true pioneering fashion. In 1865 he and his
brother Norman took up a station lease and 
in 1872 established a highly successful stock
and station agency. After a period spent in
local government, McLean became a member
of the Victorian Legislative Assembly in 1880. 
He was Premier and Chief Secretary 
1899-1900.

At the first federal election held in 1901,
McLean was elected to represent the federal
seat of Gippsland in the House of
Representatives.  In 1905, as leader of the
Protectionists, he joined George Reid, leader
of the Freetrade faction, in a coalition
commonly referred to as the Reid-McLean
Government.  McLean was Minister for Trade
and Customs in this Government, which was
defeated by a Liberal/Labor alliance in 
June 1905.

McLean was defeated in the election of 1906.
As a politician McLean championed his region
and the importance of agriculture, and
welcomed female suffrage as promoting 
“a more solid family vote”. According to Reid
he “united the best qualities of a Highlander
with the best qualities of an Australian
colonist”. 

Member for Gippsland (Victoria) 1901-1906

Allan McLean (1840-1911)

The electorate of Gippsland was named after its locality. The district of Gippsland was named
after Sir George Gipps, a Governor of Victoria.

Francis McLean was born in Sydney, 
New South Wales. An accountant, McLean

was the member for Marrickville in the New
South Wales Legislative Assembly 1894-1901.

In 1901 McLean was elected to represent 
the federal seat of Lang as a Freetrader in 
the House of Representatives at the first
federal election. McLean had a poor record 
of attendance in the first House of
Representatives, attending only 29% of sitting
days.  He did not stand for re-election in 1903.

After retiring from federal politics McLean
sought re-election as the member for
Granville, in the New South Wales Parliament
in 1910, but was unsuccessful.

Member for Lang (New South Wales) 1901-1903

Francis Edward McLean (1863-1926)

The electorate of Lang was named after John Dunmore Lang (1799–1878), Presbyterian
clergyman, politician and reformer in New South Wales.


