
Alexander Paterson was born at Greenoch,
Scotland. On the completion of his

education, Paterson joined a shipping firm 
and became a branch manager. He spent time
in Spain and London before ill health forced
his migration to Victoria in 1875. Between
1877 and 1889 Paterson worked at and
established a number of stores in Queensland
and Victoria, and as an accountant settled in
Rockhampton, Queensland. He was manager
of the Central Meat Export Company for ten
years.

In 1901 Paterson was elected to represent 
the federal seat of Capricornia in the House 
of Representatives at the first federal election. 
A supporter of free trade, Paterson was the
only member of the first Parliament elected
as an Independent.  He was a member of the
Select Committee on Decimal Coinage in 1901
and did not stand for re-election in 1903.

Member for Capricornia (Queensland) 1901-1903

The electorate of Capricornia was named after its locality. The district name apparently
originated from the fact that the Tropic of Capricorn passes through it.

Alexander Paterson

Born in Bethnall Green, London, England,
Jim Page joined the British Royal Artillery

as a gunner boy. He went with the Horse
Artillery to Natal and served in the Zulu War.
Having spent seven years in South Africa,
Page purchased his discharge and migrated 
to Queensland in the early 1880s. Page was 
a “jack of all trades” and in time acquired a
hotel in Barcaldine, and a pastoral property.
He also worked on the railways. 

In 1901 Page was elected to represent the
federal seat of Maranoa in the House of
Representatives at the first federal election.
He had canvassed his large electorate on a
bicycle and he is rumoured to have travelled
up to 80 miles (133kms) per day. Page was
elected as a free trade supporter, and joined
the Labor caucus the day before Parliament
was opened. He represented his electorate
continuously until his death in 1921. He was
the Labor Party Whip 1913-17 and 1920-21.

Member for  Maranoa (Queensland) 1901-1921

The electorate of Maranoa was named after a local geographic feature (Maranoa River).

James Page (1861-1921)


