
James Black Ronald was born in Scotland
and educated in Edinburgh.  He was a

minister of the Presbyterian Church.

In 1901 Ronald, a Labor candidate, was
elected to represent the federal seat of
Southern Melbourne in the House of
Representatives at the first federal election.
Ronald was the only clergyman elected to the
first Parliament and is believed to be the only
Labor member to have graduated from
university.

Ronald was defeated at the 1906 election. 
He joined the Nationalist Party in 1917 but
failed to gain pre-selection for Melbourne
Ports. He unsuccessfully contested the seat 
of Fawkner as an independent in 1929. 

Ronald was known for his extreme views on
the White Australia Policy, claiming that the
Chinese “should be either poll-axed or 
poll-taxed in such a manner as would make
the country too hot for them.”  He advocated
a “snow-white Australia if you will”.
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Reverend James Black Ronald (1861-1941)

The electorate of Southern Melbourne was named after its locality. The settlement of
Melbourne was named after Lord Melbourne, a Prime Minister of Britain.

Carty Salmon was born at Amherst,
Victoria, and was educated in Melbourne.

He studied medicine in Melbourne and
Scotland, registered as a doctor in 1891 
and entered practice in South Yarra. Salmon, 
a close personal and political friend of Alfred
Deakin, became a member of the Victorian
Legislative Assembly as an independent in
1893. Twice a minister, Salmon resigned his
seat to contest the first federal election.  
As President of the Australian Natives
Association in 1898-99, Salmon actively
campaigned for federation.

In 1901 Salmon, a Protectionist, was elected
to represent the federal seat of Laanecoorie 
in the House of Representatives. Salmon was
Chairman of Committees in the House of
Representatives 1904-05.  In 1909 he became
Speaker following the death of Sir Frederick
Holder, and held the position until the double
dissolution of April 1910.  Salmon lost his seat
when the electorate of Laanecoorie was
abolished in 1913, but was returned to the
House of Representatives as the member 
for Grampians in 1915.

The sole medical practitioner in the first
Parliament, Salmon did not continue his
practice after election to Federal Parliament.
He died in office in September 1917.
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Charles Carty Salmon (1860-1917)

The electorate of Laanecoorie was named after its locality. Laanecoorie is an Aboriginal word
meaning ‘resting place of kangaroo’.


