
Born at Rotherhithe in Surrey, England,
Bruce Smith migrated to Melbourne,

Victoria with his family in 1854. Smith studied
law at the University of Melbourne and then
entered Lincoln’s Inn, London. He was called
to the Bar in London in 1877 and on his return
to Australia in the same year was admitted 
to the Victorian Bar. Bruce Smith moved to
Sydney to practise at the Bar and was elected
to the New South Wales Legislative Assembly,
serving as the member for Gundagai (1882-
84) and Glebe (1889-94). He was Treasurer in
1891.  Founder of the Victorian Employers
Union and strongly anti-socialist, Smith wrote
a number of works on his political philosophy.

In 1901 Bruce Smith was elected to represent
the federal seat of Parkes in the House of
Representatives at the first federal election.
As a Freetrader in the first Parliament, 
he did not get on with the Freetrade leader
George Reid, and throughout his
parliamentary career, which was largely 
in Opposition, showed an independence of
opinion which made him stand apart from
party politics.  He openly opposed the “White
Australia” policy and immigration restrictions,
denouncing the idea of “racial purity”, and
supported the women’s movement.  Smith
was defeated at the election of 1919.

Smith continued his legal career while in
Parliament, becoming a Queen’s Counsel 
in 1904.  He was director of a number 
of companies and prominent in a number 
of associations.  He retired to his home in
Bowral in 1925. 
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Arthur Bruce Smith (1851-1937)

The electorate of Parkes was named after Sir Henry Parkes (1815–1896), a Premier of 
New South Wales and a leader of the federation movement.

Thomas Skene was born at Mount Mitchell
Station, Port Phillip District, Victoria.

Skene was educated in Melbourne and after
an overseas tour, ran sheep stations in
Victoria.  Prominent in pastoral circles as a
sheep breeder and property owner, Skene 
was a member of Portland and Stawell 
Shire Councils, and was active in agricultural
societies, serving as President of the Royal
Agricultural Society of Victoria 1897-99 and
1906-08.  He was a strong supporter of
federation.

Skene was elected to represent the federal
seat of Grampians in the House of
Representatives at the first federal election 
in 1901. A moderate Freetrader, Skene initially
supported the Barton Ministry but as he was
unable to accept a strongly protective tariff
soon joined the Freetrade group. He served 
on the royal commission and select committee
dealing with old age pensions. Skene did 
not contest his seat in 1906, and made 
an unsuccessful attempt to be elected to 
the Senate.

A man of great integrity, Skene was an
important link between the two non-Labor
groups during the tariff debate. 
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Thomas Skene (1845-1910)

The electorate of Grampians was named after a local geographic feature (Grampian
Mountains). The mountains were named by Major Mitchell for their resemblance to the
Grampian Mountains in Scotland.


